
Trinity 16 

My dear Friends, 

Even if you are not a tennis fan I am sure that you will have heard that last Saturday night an 18 year 
old British woman, Emma Raducanu, had a spectacular win in the US Open tennis championships. 
Karen, my wife was glued to the TV for what was a very exciting match and a landmark victory for the 
young player. It was the first headline on the broadcast news and the papers were full of coverage of 
Emma’s achievement, her background and hopes for the future. I was particularly impressed with her 
self assurance combined with a generous modesty in her remarks when interviewed. It is in the nature 
of sport that the competitors want to win. It is also the case that in activities like athletics achieving a 
‘personal best’ is a very important part of the life of an aspiring sportsperson. Many sports and games 
also depend on individuals working as a team and each member has a vital part to play in the success 
of the whole. We can see why we encourage our youngsters to be involved in these activities with the 
benefits for physical and mental health as well as development of character and relationships.  

Some older sports personalities you will recall are far from what you would call self effacing. Some of 
you may remember Cassius Clay / Mohammed Ali who relished describing himself as ‘the greatest’. 
Such titles can be attained in sports and other walks of life however inevitably age, time, physical decay 
and able newcomers will always come along and topple those great ones from their pedestals. 
Nevertheless people strive for their own importance and status and all that goes with it.  

In our Gospel reading this week from St Mark, Chapter 9, v30-37, we see the issue of greatness being 
discussed. Jesus asks the disciples what they have been arguing about as they travelled to Capernaum. 
They are silent, embarrassed, because they have been disputing amongst themselves who was the 
greatest. Some scholars suggest that St Mark included this in his Gospel because it reflected the 
controversies that were going on the Early Church over who was senior in the hierarchy and their roles 
and position. Such discussions are not unknown in institutions and churches even today that have a 
structure of authority and leadership.  

Jesus response to the disciples’ arguments is first to say “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all 
and servant of all”. This saying and similar words are in other Gospels and are a well known theme in 
our Lord’s teaching. Here he makes a visual and tangible display of this as he takes a child in his arms 
and places it in the midst of them and says “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name, welcomes 
me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me”. By bringing a child to 
them Jesus emphasises they must show the simplicity and directness of youth and not be concerned 
with their own position. They must be as servants, helping and caring for the weak and vulnerable and 
not worrying about their own needs and wants. A good leader is one who puts the cares and concerns 
of those she or he is called to lead. They show compassion and interest in others and encourage them 
to fulfil their own potential. It is no surprise that many of the excellent young women and men we see 
achieve in the sports field often give credit to coaches and supportive family members as the source 
and foundation for their success. Let us pray that as we seek to live our lives as Christ’s disciples today 
we will do so with the freshness and energy of the young and with the devotion and duty of a loyal and 
dedicated servant, as our Lord calls us so to do.  

Best wishes and prayers, 
Stewart  
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Vicar of Roath.  


